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a noble life, to bear testimony to Deshbandhu's services and ex-
press their admiration for the supreme achievement of his life.
Their joy had more truth and meaning in it than our grief. All
admiration to the revered Basanti Devi, whom I did not even
recognize when I first met her [after Deshbandhu's death], be-
cause she shed no tears before me. However, even one's face should
not be touched with grief, one should have no feeling of sadness
or gloom. Only if we have such a faith can it be said that we have
understood the transitoriness of the body. It is not to the body
that one is married. In marriage, two souls come together not to
seek bodily pleasure but to strive for their own growth and re-
finement. When the body of one partner disappears, the union
becomes all the closer. We have assembled today, therefore, not to
shed tears. Let us, rather, think of Deshbandhu's virtues, the
substance of his which will never die, and take them into our own
lives.

[From Gujarati]
Navajivan, 12-7-1925

201.   A STRING OF QUESTIONS

1.  In the account of your interview with some gentlemen belonging to the
untouchable class at Faridpur, published in the issue of the Toung India dated
14th May, 1925, you have asked them to do things by way of self-purification.
Now what do you think by self-purification?   What are the outer manifesta-
tions of self-purification?    Does the self-purification consist in kqyik, manasik and
vachanik purification* or one of them alone?

Self-purification means cleansing oneself of all impurities whe-
ther of the mii\d, speech or body. The 'untouchable' friends were
asked to think no'evil, speak no untruth or abuse and to keep the
body pure by careful wash, pure food and avoidance of carrion or
other impure food or intoxicating liquors or drugs.

2.  If any class or individual attains that standard, can they or he be
treated as untouchable?

Even if a person docs not attain the standard and it is un-
attainable at once by most of us, he may not be regarded as an
untouchable. It would go hard with us if that standard was applied
to us.

1 Purification of the body, mind and speech